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Recognizing and Reporting 
Child Abuse or Neglect

• Florida law requires “any school teacher or other school 
official who has reasonable cause to suspect that a child is 
abused or neglected shall report such knowledge or 
suspicion”.

• Anyone making a report “in good faith” is specifically 
immune from any civil or criminal charges that 
might result.



Physical Abuse

• Physical abuse includes any non-accidental physical 
injury caused by the child’s caregiver. 

• These injuries may include burning, beating, punching 
with a closed fist, etc...

• The common indicators of physical abuse encountered 
by school personnel are unexplained or suspicious 
bruises, welts, burns, fractures, lacerations, or 
abrasions. 



Physical Neglect

• Neglect occurs when a caregiver does not provide the basic 
needs of food, clothing, shelter, medical care, or 
supervision to the child. The child may be abandoned, left 
alone, or living alone for long periods of time without adult 
support.

• Physical indicators include constant hunger, poor hygiene, 
constant fatigue, and unattended medical needs.  



Sexual Abuse

• Sexual abuse is defined as any inappropriate physical 
or nonphysical contact to exploit a child sexually (by a 
caregiver or another child). 

• Sexual abuse is not often discovered in the school 
setting by physical indicators alone.  Frequently a 
student will confide in a trusted teacher, a guidance 
counselor, school nurse, or another student, that 
he/she has been molested.

• This disclosure may be the first sign that sexual abuse 
is occurring. 



“Stay tuned in”

• Abused/neglected students may exhibit the following 
behavioral characteristics:

o may report the abuse to a teacher.

o may be afraid to go home.

o may exhibit out of the ordinary aggression or 
withdrawal.



Awareness

• School personnel become aware of suspected 
abuse\neglect in a variety of ways.

• Students often confide in a trusted adult in the school 
setting.

• Most commonly, students often confide this 
information to another student who then reports it to 
a teacher.

• Believe what the child has told you.
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• Teachers also intercept notes from students that 
indicate a student may be abused. 

• Sometimes a student will ask a teacher not to tell 
anyone about the abuse. Do not make a promise to the 
child that you will honor this request.

• Explain to the child that you are required to report 
what they have told you. 

Awareness (continued)



Legal Obligation to Report

• You are ethically and legally obligated to report.

• You must immediately report your concerns.

• Report abuse to the hotline at 

1-800-96-ABUSE (22873).



After You’ve Reported

Once you have reported your concerns, you may notify a 
guidance counselor or building administrator.  

Always keep the information confidential. 

Pinwheels for Prevention 

is a nationwide public 

awareness campaign for 

the prevention of child 

abuse.



Being Involved

• School personnel are mandated reporters and have a 
moral and legal obligation to report suspected abuse or 
neglect. 

• Child abuse and neglect are clearly related to learning.

• Abused and neglected children are not happy, healthy, 
and secure in their lives.  


